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Environmental Conservation and Management Postgraduate Studies Programme,

School of Pure and Applied Sciences, Open University of Cyprus

The Open University of Cyprus (OUC) was established in 2001 as the second State Institution of University Education in Cyprus offering both undergraduate and graduate courses as well as training and vocational programs based exclusively on the open and distance learning methodology. The University has three faculties (Pure and Applied Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences and Economics and Management), c.3000 graduate and undergraduate students.  The Environmental Conservation and Management Postgraduate Studies Programme, School of Pure and Applied Sciences at the OUC was recently established with the aim to offer graduates the knowledge and transferable skills for the understanding of fundamental environmental patterns and processes and how these relate to society. The program using a multidisciplinary approach and methodology of open and distance learning, aspires to promote environmental issues on a social and state level and to convey to students the high level of expertise required for environmental management. The Environmental Conservation and Management Postgraduate Studies Programme, is divided in two areas of specialization e.g. Environmental Protection (Energy and Pollution) and Management of Terrestrial Ecosystems. Research at the OUC is funded by the Research Promotion Foundation, the FP6, FP7, CULTURE, LIFE+ as well as the ICT, LLP Programmes of the European Union. Team members have extensive experience in landscape ecology, landscape character assessment, land use change, GIS and Remote sensing mapping and have participated in many European projects, including: 
·  Scenarios for reconciling biodiversity conservation with declining agricultural use in the mountains of Europe (Project Acronym: BioScene) (FP5, 2002-2005) 
· Understanding effects of land use changes on ecosystems to halt loss of biodiversity due to habitat destruction, fragmentation and degradation (Project Acronym: COCONUT) (FP6, 2006-2009) (www.coconut-project.net)
· Securing the Conservation of biodiversity across Administrative Levels and spatial, temporal, and Ecological Scales (Project Acronym: SCALES) (FP7, 2009 – ongoing) (www.scales-project.net) 
ESPON themes we would like to participate in: 
- Key Indicators for Territorial Cohesion and Spatial Planning; 

- Liveable Landscapes for Sustainable Territorial Development; 

- Landscape Policy for the 3 Countries; 

- EU Territorial Monitoring and Reporting 

Role within the Transnational Project Group: Partner

Contact details

Ioannis Vogiatzakis  PhD
Associate Professor
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